
Length oH 2ath ���ŞkO

9elcoOe to the  
Snake 6rail

As Ouch as the naOe Oight suggest that 
it is about snakes� that is not the case� 6his 
eFucational trail sets out to inHorO the Xis-
itor about local nature� 6he only snake you 
Oight� shoulF you be lucky enough� coOe 
across here is the coOOon 'uropean aFFer 

Vipera berus�� 6his Xery tiOiF species� which 
swiHtly reacts to Xibrations oH the grounF� 
can be HounF in light anF FaOp places� such 
as water�saturateF OeaFows� the light eFg-
es oH Horests anF peatlanFs� 6hey are also 
HonF oH clearance cairns� where they can 
lie in the sun anF easily hiFe between the 
stones� 4eptiles generally are not Xery coO-
Oon in ʒuOaXa� 6his steOs HroO the Hact 
that reptiles cannot regulate their own boFy 
teOperature anF as such are FepenFent on 
the warOth oH their surrounFings� $ut high-
er teOperatures can be scarce in Oountain-
ous regions� which is why there are only two 
other kinFs oH reptiles in the higher areas 
ʒuOaXa� Apart HroO the aboXeOentioneF 
coOOon aFFer� it is the legless lizarF slow-
worO 
Anguis Hragilis� anF the XiXiparous liz-
arF 
Lacerta XiXipara�� 
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WANDERINGS THROUGH ŠUMAVA AND THE BAVARIAN FOREST 

Snake Trail / 
ʯeleznȡ 4uFa

1 9elcoOe to the Snake 6rail

https://www.gabreta.info/gabreta/stezka06.asp?lng=en


Length oH 2ath ���ŞkO

2aths Ţ 6he cableway 
below the obserXation 
tower

Apart HroO transporting people anF coO-
OoFities� the roaFs also serXe as Oigration 
paths Hor Oany liXe organisOs� 6he Hact that 
aniOals walk on roaFs the saOe way huOans 
Fo Oay not be surprising� *oweXer� one Oay 
pause at the FiscoXery that plants also ťwalkŦ 
on theO� 1H course it cannot be calleF a walk in 
the literal sense but it is nonetheless a OoXe-
Oent� 6hanks to the roaFs� Xarious species 
oH plants haXe been able to use their repro-
FuctiXe organs 
Oainly seeFs� inHlorescence� 
rootstocks� or other parts� to get places they 
woulF otherwise not haXe been able to reach�
6ypical species oH plants which we encoun-
ter on this trail incluFe�
annual OeaFow grass 
2oa annua�
broaFleaH plantain 
2lantago Oajor�
coOOon selH�heal 
2runella Xulgaris� 
reF sanspurry 
Spergularia rubra� 
annual knawel 
Scleranthus annuus� 

+n the OiFFle oH the Horest� we can obserXe 
Xarious species oH OeaFows anF pastures�
spotteF St� ,ohnswort 
*ypericuO Oacula-
tuO�
narrowleaH plantain 
2lantago lanceolata� 
OeaFow buttercup 
4anunculus acris� 
coOOon sorrel 
4uOeZ acetosa�
FanFelion 
6araZacuO�
Oelancholy thistle 
%irsiuO heterophylluO� 

/aterial useF Hor builFing roaFs� paths� high-
ways� railways� etc� is oHten iOporteF across 
long Fistances anF soil or graXel are oHten 
Hull oH seeFs� 6hose can begin to Hlourish 
anF propagate in a new enXironOent� Spe-
cies which begin to spreaF to a Fegree that 
can cause enXironOental FaOage are re-
HerreF to as inXasiXe alien species� 6hey in-
cluFe Hor eZaOple�
heath beFstraw 
)aliuO saZatile�� which was 
natiXe to our northern borFer Oountains 
HroO 1re /ountains to )iant /ountains 
coOOon HoZgloXe 
&igitalis purpurea�� na-
tiXe to south anF southwest 'urope 
hairy bittercress 
%arFaOine hirsuta�� whose 
natiXe origins are not clear� but in our coun-
try it only useF to grow in warOer� less ele-
XateF regions� 

'Xen rare anF protecteF species can be HounF 
alongsiFe this trail� 6hey incluFe Hor eZaOple 
soOe species oH orchiFs�
greater butterHly�orchiF 
2latanthera chloran-
tha� � protecteF by %zech law as enFangereF 
anF protecteF internationally unFer the %+6'S 
agreeOent
coOOon spotteF orchiF 
&actylorhiza Huch-
sii� � protecteF by %zech law as enFangereF 
anF protecteF internationally unFer the %+6'S 
agreeOent
broaF�leaXeF helleborine 
'pipactis helle-
borine� Ţ not protecteF by %zech law� but 
classeF by the %zech 4eF List oH 2lants as a 
species reSuiring attention anF is protecteF 
internationally unFer the %+6'S agreeOent
0itrogen�aFapteF species are a coOOon 
occurrence arounF huOan settleOents� ni-
trogen�rich agricultural lanF� or in huOan�al-
tereF Horests� 
6he Hollowing nitrophilic species grow in the 
surrounFings oH the obserXation tower� 
stinging nettle 
7rtica Fioica�
elFerberry 
SaObucus nigra�
coOOon thistle 
%irsiuO Xulgare�
coOOon Ougwort 
ArteOisia Xulgaris� 
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WANDERINGS THROUGH ŠUMAVA AND THE BAVARIAN FOREST 

Snake Trail / 
ʯeleznȡ 4uFa

2 2aths Ţ 6he cableway below 
the obserXation tower

https://www.gabreta.info/gabreta/stezka06.asp?lng=en


Length oH 2ath ���ŞkO

6he wooFs are Ouch 
Oore than just wooF 

1ne is engulHeF by the wooFs as soon as 
one steps upon this trail� 6his particular Hor-
est is Oeant priOarily Hor logging� 6here is 
one FoOinant tree species� that being the 
0orway spruce 
2icea abies�� 6his robust 
coniHer is inFigenous to ʒuOaXa anF its po-
tential has been eOployeF by people Hor a 
long tiOe� 6he spruce wooF has been anF 
still is useF in builFing� paper inFustry� Hur-
niture Oaking� as a Huel� anF in Oany other 
branches oH inFustry� 6he spruce has one 
big aFXantage oXer other wooFy plants � it 
grows Xery Suickly anF as such is Xery pop-
ular with Horesters� +n a Oan�OaFe spruce 
Horest� we will not ƒnF a large Xariety oH plant 
or aniOal species� +ts bioFiXersity is signiƒ-
cantly lower than in natural spruce Horests� 
6here are aciFophilic plant species such as 
the 'uropean blueberry 
VacciniuO Oyrtil-
lus�� cowberry 
VacciniuO Xitis�iFaea�� waXy 
hair�grass 
AXenella HleZuosa�� wooF sorrel 

1Zalis acetosella�� or Halse lily oH the Xalley 

/aiantheOuO biHoliuO�� that Oanage to 
Feal with the neeFles which take Xery long 
to FecoOpose� 3uite rarely� it is possible to 
see other isolateF wooFy plants� such as the 
coOOon beech� rowan� or silXer ƒr� AniOals 
which liXe in Oan�OaFe spruce Horests haXe 
aFapteF to Horest enXironOent anF haXe no 
other proOinent neeFs� 6hey incluFe species 
such as the black wooFpecker� the boreal 
owl� the coOOon raXen� the bank Xole� the 
coOOon shrew� the brown long�eareF bat� 
the northern bat� the yellow�neckeF Oouse� 
the reF sSuirrel� the 'uropean baFger� the 
beech Oarten� the reF HoZ� or the reF Feer� 

(roO a botanic stance� the Horests are cate-
goriseF FiHHerently� +n the area surrounFing 
the Snake 6rail we encounter two natural 
Horest biotypes � waterloggeF spruce groXes 
anF aciFic beechwooFs� 

&eaF wooF � Fecaying logs� stuOps� arrays oH 
branches Ţ is an iOOensely iOportant sub-
strate Hor seeFlings that want to take holF� 
0ot only Fo they enrich the area with nutri-
ents� but they also proXiFe space Hor theO 
to take holF� 
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3 6he wooFs are Ouch 
Oore than just wooF 

https://www.gabreta.info/gabreta/stezka06.asp?lng=en


Length oH 2ath ���ŞkO

6he *istory oH 
ʒuOaXaŦs 0ature

*ow can a person toFay learn about what 
nature lookeF like a thousanF years ago! 1n 
ƒrst sight� it Oight seeO an unsolXable Oys-
tery� consiFering that huOans haXe only been 
recorFing it in chronicles Hor barely a hunFreF 
years� +n the ƒrst halH oH the ��th century� 
scientiƒc ƒelFs� which useF to Hall unFer the 
ƒelF oH archaeology� eOergeF� 6hose ƒelFs 
analyse seFiOents � Oaterials which tenF to 
accuOulate Oostly on the bottoO oH boF-
ies oH water� %urrently� these ƒelFs� which 
together carry the naOe paleoecology� are 
highly selH�suHƒcient anF bring us Xaluable 
inHorOation HroO the Feep past� 

6he basic anF Oost iOportant area oH pal-
eoecology in such locations is palynology� 

2alynology is a science stuFying pollen� 
6he principle oH this science lies in the Hact 
that pollen can� unFer suitable conFitions� 
be preserXeF Hor thousanFs oH years� 'Xery 
year Hlowers blossoO anF their pollen gets 
into the air HroO wherein it eXentually Halls 
on the grounF again� +H it Halls on a peatlanF� 
the peat absorbs it anF stores it in a layer 
without access to air� 6he Hollowing year the 
situation repeats itselH anF another layer oH 
pollen is storeF in the peatlanF� +t this FeXel-
opOent continues uniOpeFeF anF there is 
no oZygenation oH the seFiOent� the polleF 
reOains in the peat� unaltereF� anF can eXen-
tually oHHer inHorOation as to what kinF oH 
plants useF to grow in the area�

AccorFing to recent ƒnFings� ʒuOaXa� HroO 
��� to ���� Oeters aboXe sea leXel� was 
FoOinateF by spruce in the last �� ��� years� 
SoOe �� ��� years ago� ʒuOaXa was coX-
ereF by seOi�open pine Horests� which were 
later replaceF by hazel anF when spruce ap-
peareF soOe �� ��� years ago it soon repre-
senteF ��� oH Xegetation� 6hen� ���� years 
age� beech appeareF anF began to represent 
�� � oH local Xegetation anF ���� years ago 
it was ƒr which� at its peak� reacheF only 
��Ǿ� at Oost� Spruce has retaineF the FoO-
inant position in higher areas oH ʒuOaXa up 
to this Fay� 
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4 6he *istory oH ʒuOaXaŦs 0ature

https://www.gabreta.info/gabreta/stezka06.asp?lng=en


Length oH 2ath ���ŞkO

ʒuOaXas FeHoresteF 
areas as a huOan 
creation

6he colonisations oH the local part oH ʒuOa-
Xa� eZcept Hor the unrecorFeF ones that lie in 
the olFest anF least eZaOineF history� gen-
erally Hall into the ��th century� when golF 
Oining Xillages were set up in the area oH 
toFayŦs ʯeleznȡ 4uFa

Local settlers OaFe glass anF OineF anF 
processeF iron� )lass proFuction reSuireF 
Xast aOounts oH wooF� which was loggeF 
HroO the surrounFing oH the glassworks� As 
such� FeHoresteF rounF areas were createF 
arounF the Oills anF kept growing as Oore 
anF Oore wooF was useF Hor glass proFuc-
tion� 6he locals haXe useF their enXironOent 
Hor their beneƒt Hor generations� /eaFows 
anF pastures were createF on the new Fe-
HoresteF lanFs�

+n this way� rings oH OeaFows anF pastures 
caOe to eZist arounF settleOents anF Xil-
lages� $y the ��th century they lookeF Xery 
siOilar to how they Fo now � the plots oH lanF 
are FiXiFeF anF ƒZeF by clearance cairns anF 
baulks�

/ost )erOan inhabitants were Horcibly Fis-
placeF aHter 9orlF 9ar ++� 9ith the Fisappear-
ance oH settleOents� traFitional HarOing is 
slowly Fisappearing too anF the FeHoresteF 
areas are beginning to look like the Horest 
they once were again� 6his leaFs to a Fe-
crease in bioFiXersity� +H we want to preserXe 
the current bioFiXersity 
which is what the 
LanFscape park anF the 0ational 2ark striXe 
to Fo�� it brings a lot oH probleOs� 6he enF 
oH traFitional HarOing Oeans great eZpens-
es on Oaintaining the richness oH species 
oH local biotopes� Local plant species usu-
ally easily giXe way to stronger herbaceous 
or wooFy plants which Suickly take oXer the 
space� 6his process is calleF succession� 
Less FeOanFing anF sturFier kinFs oH Horest 
try to take oXer places oH Hragile plant species 
anF OeaFows which Fraw Oany species oH 
butterHlies anF other inXertebrates� +n other 
worFs� these localities haXe to be constantly 
OoweF� else they succuOb to succession� 

&epenFing on the type oH station� which is 
usually giXen by the Fepth oH soil anF its wa-
ter supply� the FeHoresteF area arounF 2ancȭʉ 
FeXelopeF the Hollowing biotopes oH OeaF-
ows anF pastures� 
/ountain 0arFus turH
&aOp thistle OeaFows
1atgrass OeaFows
0on�calcareous Ooss Hens 
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5 ʒuOaXas FeHoresteF areas  
as a huOan creation

https://www.gabreta.info/gabreta/stezka06.asp?lng=en


Length oH 2ath ���ŞkO

2lants without  
XesselsǾŢ Oosses

/osses are plants that propagate through 
spores anF haXe no FeXelopeF Xascular bun-
Fles� +t is this that Fistinguishes theO HroO 
Xascular plants 
spruce� Oaize� or bluegrass�� 
6hey haXe a soOewhat Oore coOplicateF liHe 
cycle� with two switching stages � sporophyte 
anF gaOetophyte� 'ach oH which has a FiHHer-
ent nuOber oH chroOosoOes� )aOetophyte� 
with halH the nuOber oH chroOosoOes� usu-
ally FoOinates the liHe cycle� 6hey are green 
plants with FeXelopeF Oale anF HeOale repro-
FuctiXe organs�

/osses are present on a nuOber oH places� 
1n the trail� which you are currently walking� 
Oosses grow on stones� tree trunks� anF on 
the grounF� 6hey are relatiXely tightly bounF 
to a type oH substrate with a speciƒc p*� 
aOount oH nutrients� etc� $ecause they Fo 
not haXe Xascular bunFles� they absorb water 
with their whole boFy anF lose it Xery easily� 
6hey are Oost satisƒeF in wet areas� as they 
haXe a great capability oH absorbing water� 
A typical type oH Ooss is peat Ooss� which 
creates whole biotypes known as peat bogs� 
2eat Ooss neXer stops growing on the top 
enF� while the bottoO enF graFually Fies anF 
creates another layer oH peat� +nFiXiFual spe-
cies oH Ooss anF peat bog haXe the ability to 
absorb water like a sponge anF as such are 
oH great iOportance in water OanageOent� 
6hey holF rainwater anF release it graFually� 

6he typically Fark waters oH ʒuOaXaŦs streaOs 
anF riXers is causeF by huOins which HorO in 
peat bogs Furing the FecoOposition oH FeaF 
organic parts oH plants anF cause high aciFi-
ƒcation oH water� 

1n anF nearby this trail you can encounter the 
Hollowing species�

peat Ooss 
SphagnuO� � this genus nuO-
bers oXer �� species in the %zech 4epub-
lic anF recognising theO HroO each other 
is not easy� so classiHying theO into the 
genus will suHƒce 
brooO HorkOoss 
&icranuO scopariuO�ǾŢ 
a species growing Oainly on aciFic hu-
Ous anF oHten creating Xast coXers� 
2lagiotheciuO unFulatuO � a stout spe-
cies creating procuObent Hlat stalks
2olytrichastruO HorOosuO � one oH the 
Oost coOOon species in the %zech 4e-
public� creating typical pillows
reF�steOOeF HeatherOoss 
2leuroziuO 
schreberi� � species that is wiFely spreaF 
HroO lowlanFs to Oountains� HroO the 
grounF to rocks anF trees
splenFiF Heather�Ooss 
*ylocoOiuO 
splenFens� Ţ a species creating layers� 
which Fistinguishes it well HroO other spe-
cies� it grows on Horest soil anF seconFary 
biotopes 
Suarry�
greater whipwort 
$azzania trilobata� � 
Oainly a Oountain species� typical Hor wa-
terloggeF spruce Horests
Oany�HruiteF thyOe�Ooss 
2lagioOniuO 
aHƒne� � grows in wet biotopes� its petals 
are oXal anF haXe large cells 
large white�Ooss 
LeucobryuO glaucuO�Ǿ� 
creates typical pillows which are grey 
when Fry� grow in Frier areas� protecteF in 
SwitzerlanF
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6 2lants without Xessels Ţ Oosses
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Length oH 2ath ���ŞkO

Lichens Ţ nature 
cannot Fo without 
theO 

Lichens eZeOpliHy a type oH organisO that is 
put together by OeObers oH two coOplete-
ly FiHHerent kingFoOs� 1ne is a Hungus anF 
the other is a green or blue�green alga� 6he 
Hungus halH 
or rather the Oore than ��� oH 
it� tenFs to be an ascoOycota� rarely it can 
also be a basiFioOycota� 6he Oost coOOon 
photosynthetic part oH a lichen is usually 
an alga oH the 6rebouZia genus� &uring the 
course oH eXolution� the Hungus anF the alga 
grew so useF to each other� that they cannot 
be without one another � they are Outually 
FepenFent� 1nly in certain circuOstances 
anF that is Xery rarely� the alga can gain in-
FepenFence HroO the Hungus� Hor eZaOple iH 
it is 0ostoc genus oH blue�green alga� 

7sually� the relationship is assesseF as a 
syObiotic � that is� Outually beneƒcial state� 
6he Hungus supplies inorganic Oatter� wa-
ter� gas eZchange anF liXing space� 6he alga 
then supplies organic Oatter FeriXeF HroO 
photosynthesis� $ut the truth is that� in a way� 
the Hungus holFs the alga hostage� 

Lichens are eZcellent air�Suality inFicators� 
+n a siOpliƒeF way� it can be saiF that the 
longer the thallus 
boFy oH lichen� you ƒnF� 
the better the air Suality arounF you�

1n the trail or in its surrounFings it is pos-
sible to encounter to Hollowing species oH li-
chen�
tube lichen 
*ypogyOnia physoFes� � coO-
Oon species growing on bark oH trees� with 
eFges reseObling lips
shielF lichen 
2arOelia sulcata� � has a sSua-
Oulose thallus anF grows on bark
tree Ooss 
2seuFeXernia HurHuracea� � is ep-
iphytic� Oeaning it grows on branches oH 
Oainly spruces anF birch in higher areas
truOpet lichen 
%laFonia ƒObriata� � has a 
FiOorphic thallus 
grounF scales anF HroO 
theO growing phyluOs�� can be HounF on Fe-
caying wooF� trees� on the grounF anF else-
where
olF OanŦs bearF 
7snea� � is epiphytic� grows 
on trees anF branches� Xery sensitiXe to S1� 
in the air anF as such is Xery rare� %ontains 
usnic aciF� which helps heal injuries� anF has 
always been gathereF anF useF Hor that enF
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Length oH 2ath ���ŞkO

ArthropoFs Ţ insects 
anF siOilar species

ArthropoFs are the Oost nuOerous phyluO 
oH the aniOal kingFoO� 6heir boFies are 
segOenteF� 'ach segOentŦs size anF Hunc-
tion FiHHers signiƒcantly� 7sually they haXe a 
heaF� a thoraZ 
or a cephalothoraZ�� anF an 
abFoOen� ArthropoFs incluFe groups like 
chelicerata� OiriapoFa� crustacea� anF heZa-
poFa� Scientists are not entirely clear about 
their eXolutionary 
phylogenetic� relations� 
each systeO has its own structure anF they 
FiHHer HroO each other a lot� +n an orFinary 
personŦs perception� these subphyla contain 
groups coOOonly known as arachniFs� cen-
tipeFes� crustaceans such as crabs� lobsters� 
or shriOp� anF insects� 

Along this trail liXe Oany species oH arthro-
poFs� 6he Oost Xisible are large� colourHul� 
Hlying� or Hast�OoXing ones that are easy to 
notice� /ost oHten we encounter Oulti color-
eF insects � Hlies 
&iptera�� beetles� butter-
Hlies� wasps 
*yOenoptera�� or grasshoppers 

1rthoptera�� heteropterans� 9e can also 
see Xarious species oH spiFers� SoOe spe-
cies oH beetles� butterHlies anF other sOall 
aniOals are bounF to a speciƒc species oH 
plants� (or eZaOple� they Oay HeeF on a cer-
tain species� or their larXas can only grow in 
one speciƒc inHlorescence� 6his soOetiOe 
shows in their naOe� A gooF eZaOple is the 
'uropean spruce bark beetle� SoOe species 
FeXelop on a plant� eat parts oH it� use theO 
as a hiFing place� or eXen use theO to trap 
sOaller species� 

AlongsiFe the Snake 6rail� we encounter 
Oany beetle species 
longhorn beetle� Fung 
beetle� weeXil� jewel beetle� as well as Oany 
butterHly species 
the satyrines� also known 
as the browns� the silXer�washeF Hritillary� the 
poplar aFOiralŰ� +nteresting species is the 
green huntsOan spiFer� %oOOonly� we Oay 
coOe across the 1rthoptera insects ensiHera 
� locusts� the great green bush�cricket� 9e 
cannot Oiss the large anthills� ants being a 
Xery interesting social species oH *yOenop-
tera insects� just like their close relatiXes� 
bees� wasps� anF buOblebees�

Lately� a probleO that has long been in the 
Oaking has starteF coOing to light� +t is best 
illustrateF at the eZaOple oH butterHlies� 6he 
olFer aOong you Oight reOeOber how Oany 
butterHlies they useF to encounter when they 
were young anF how Oany they encounter 
now� %urrently� Oore than a halH oH the ��� 
butterHly species is enFangereF to a Fegree� 
6heir populations FwinFle anF soOe spe-
cies eXen Fie out in certain areas� 'ZaOples 
Oay be the herOit� Oountain Apollo� anF rare 
species oH blue butterHlies� 6here are seXer-
al causes� (or eZaOple� the cliOate � OilF 
winters� when OoulF can enter the chrysalis 
anF change the OicroHlora oH the intestines� 
+Oportant is also the HragOentation oH habi-
tats� +n the XarieF lanFscape oH the ��th cen-
tury� when each bit oH agricultural lanF was 
tenFeF to FiHHerently� populations coulF juOp 
HroO an unsuitable locality right to the neZt� 
better one� $ut now� as the trenF oH large 
uniHorO Oasses oH Oaize� oilseeF rape� etc�� 
butterHlies haXe nowhere to ťjuOpŦ� Another 
probleO are certain subsiFies� which Horce 
the HarOer to coOpletely Oow Fown an en-
tire OeaFow in one Fate� which preXents the 
butterHlies HroO OoXing HroO the unOoweF 
siFe to the other anF wait till that one grows 
back� %onstant cutting oH urban lawns anF 
the creation oH ť'nglishŦ lawns by Oowing 
the grass arounF the house a hunFreF tiOes 
is not helping Oatters� +H we aFF pesticiFes 
anF insecticiFes to the picture anF we haXe 
a Fisastrous situation�
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Length oH 2ath ���ŞkO

6he FescenFants 
oH Finosaurs in 
ʒuOaXaǾŢ birFs

$irFs are an integral part oH our nature� 9e 
know that they are capable oH Hlight because 
their lungs are the Oost eHƒcient in the ani-
Oal kingFoO anF eSuippeF with air sacs as 
well as light anF Xery ƒrO skeletons� 6heir 
boFy teOperature is higher than OaOOalsŦ 

arounF �� o%�� anF they Oaintain it thank 
to their Heathers� 6heir OetabolisO is Xery 
HastǾŢ the process HroO swallowing a berry 
till eZcretion can only take seXeral Oinutes 
with soOe species� 6he Hact that birFs are 
the liXing relatiXes oH Finosaurs can be a bit 
surprising but belieXe that it is so� 6he ƒrst 
eXer HeathereF aniOal was the Archaeopter-
yZ anF it is consiFereF to be the transitional 
species between Finosaurs anF birFs�

6he wooFy slopes oH 2ancȭʉ are a part oH 
the largest birF area in the country� +t is the 
ʒuOaXa $irF Area� 6he FeHoresteF part oH 
2ancȭʉ lies outsiFe oH the birF area� 6he ar-
eaŦs objectiXe is to protect these Oain nine 
species� western capercaillie� black grouse� 
hazel grouse� black stork� corncrake� 'urasian 
pygOy owl� boreal own� black wooFpecker� 
anF three�toeF wooFpecker� 6o these we can 
also count another twenty specially protect-
eF species such as the 'uropean honey buz-
zarF� coOOon kingƒsher� 'urasian eagle�owl� 
or peregrine Halcon� +n ����� Oore than ��� 
species oH birFs were recorFeF to liXe in the 
ʒuOaXa LanFscape park� 

+n 2ostglacial ʒuOaXa� Horest coXers FoOi-
nateF the area anF Fo so to this Fay� (orest 
species oH birFs thus FoOinate the local aX-
iHauna in the saOe way� $eHore that� Furing 
the last glacial perioF� there was tunFra anF 
by the enF oH the glacial it was taiga� A Oe-
Oorial to those harsh cliOatic conFitions are 
species like ring ouzel� boreal owl� spotteF 
nutcracker� or three�toeF wooFpecker� AHter 
the establishOent oH toFayŦs terrestrial bi-
oOes� the Horest birF Hauna establisheF itselH 
as well� +H not Hor huOan interHerence� Horest 
species woulF be the only birF species here� 
ʒuOaXa has arounF �� typical Horest spe-
cies� /ost coOOon are coOOon chaHƒnch� 
'urasian wren� 'urasian nuthatch� 'uropean 
robin� coal tit� golFcrest� or coOOon ƒrec-
rest� SoOe species are bounF to the holes 
leHt in trees by wooFpeckers� Hor eZaOple 
the stock FoXe� or boreal owl� 6ypical spruce 
groXe species incluFe reF crossbill� 'urope-
an cresteF tit� anF the 'urasian siskin� An-
other species bounF to spruce groXes is the 
ʒuOaXian 9estern capercaillie� whose once 
nuOerous population we are now trying to 
saXe HroO eZtinction� 9ith the FeXelopOent 
oH OeaFows� pastures� settleOents anF ar-
tiƒcial boFies oH water� a nuOber oH species 
which are not useF to HoresteF enXironOents 
haXe entereF ʒuOaXa� 9e can naOe Hor eZ-
aOple the black reFstart� whinchat� ƒelFHare� 
yellowhaOOer� corncrake� anF tawny pipit� 
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Length oH 2ath ���ŞkO

04 2raOeniʓtě anF 
the spring oH the 
ʈeznȡ Ţ 4egen riXer

6he 2raOeniʓtě natural reserXe consists oH 
Hour separate parts� where the riXers -ʉeOel-
nȡ anF 4eʰnȡ� anF the Slatinný anF )erlʡX 
streaOs� which then Hlow into -ʉeOelnȡ� 
spring� 6his 04 lies in the 2LA 
2rotecteF 
LanFscape Area� ʒuOaXa� on the eastern 
siFes oH /ʡstek anF 2ancȭʉ� 1n the western 
siFe oH 2ancȭʉ springs another iOportant riX-
er ȜhlaXa� 
6he 04 is OaFe up oH an eZtensiXe coOpleZ 
oH springs anF peat bogs together with OeaF-
ow enclaXes HroO tiOes oH the glassOakersŦ 
colonisation� +t lies in the basin area� which 
looks like a pseuFo�kettle with geoOorpho-
logical signs oH glacial actiXity in the late gla-
cial perioF� 
(or the Xisitors oH the Snake 6rail� the Oost 
iOportant part is 04 2raOeniʓtě 
Spring�� 
which is aFjacent to the trail� 6his part lies in 
the ƒrst zone oH 2LA ʒuOaXa� +t is here that 
the 4eʰnȡ riXer springs anF continues across 
the $aXarian borFer unFer the naOe 4egen� 
anF then Hlows into the &onau� 

6he spring area oH ʈeʰnȡ is in its highest part 

aboXe the roaF� OaFe up oH waterloggeF 
spruce Horest with plant species such as the 
Oountain tassel�Hlower 
SolFanella Oontana�� 
Feer Hern 
$lechnuO spicant�� Alpine coltsHoot 

*oOogyne alpina�� chickweeF wintergreen 

6rientalis europaea�� interrupteF club�Ooss 

LycopoFiuO annotinuO�� alpine laFy�Hern 

AthyriuO FistentiHoliuO�� +n the Ooss layer� 
the SphagnuO genus oH lichens FoOinates� +n 
highly wet places arounF springs we can ƒnF 
/ontia hallii� yellow piOpernel 
LysiOachia
neOoruO�� lesser spearwort 
4anunculus 
HlaOOula�� or hairy cherXil ť4oseuOŦ 
%haer-
ophylluO hirsutuO�� 1ther peatbog plants in-
cluFe the coOOon cottongrass 
'riophoruO 
angustiHoliuO�� Oarsh Xalerian 
Valeriana Fi-
oica�� grey bog seFge 
%areZ
canescens�� star seFge 
%areZ echinata�� 
9ileOentia stipitata� etc� AFjacent to peat 
bogs are thistle OeaFows with species 
such as Oelancholy thistle 
%irsiuO hetero-
phylluO�� wilF angelica 
Angelica sylXestris�� 
Oarsh�OarigolF 
%altha palustris�� carna-
tion seFge 
%areZ panicea�� opposite�leaXeF 
golFen saZiHrage 
%hrysospleniuO oppositi-
HoliuO�� anF others� 6he Frier areas oH OeaF-
ows are OaFe up oH Oountain 0arFus grass� 
where the slowly growing Oatgrass 
0arFus 
stricta� FoOinates together with the spot-
teF St� ,ohnswort 
*ypericuO OaculatuO�� 
health beFstraw 
)aliuO saZatile�� interOe-
Fiate wintergreen 
2yrola OeFia�� or XiperŦs 
grass 
Scorzonera huOOilis� anF the HaOous 
wolHŦs bane 
Arnica Oontana��
A lot oH the aboXeOentioneF species are rare 
anF thus protecteF by law� 6he Oost atten-
tion catching species grow right by the roaF� 
such as the coOOon spotteF orchiF 
&acty-
lorhiza Huchsii�� or the greater butterHly�orchiF 

2latanthera chlorantha� � both classiƒeF by 
a /inistry oH the 'nXironOent regulation as 
enFangereF species� 
6he protection oH surHace anF unFergrounF 
waters ought to be one oH our priorities� All 
oH us are FepenFent on our water� 9e Fo not 
intenF to spreaF panic� but recent research 
has shown that our water supply is in a Xery 
poor conFition� as inFustrial anF agricultural 
toZicities enter it Oore anF Oore HreSuently 
anF at larger Suantities� 1ur job is to aFOire 
nature� try to unFerstanF anF protect it� so 
that it Oay be preserXeF Hor Huture genera-
tions oH all species� 

Whole text  k

190

190
190

27

27

E53

1

2
4

5

3
10

9
8

7

6

Železná RudaŽelezná Ruda

ütte

Eisensteinermühle

býv. Starý Brunst$rɉȡlnȭk

ʒpiɉȡk

Pamferova
*uʙ

Nový
Burnst

&ebrnȭk

)erloXa *uʙ 

Alʰbětȭn

Jezerní hora

Špičák

Sklářský vrch

Polom

Pancíř

Gerlova paseka

2ancȭʉ

Hochfels

Hochberg

1134

1202

875 920

1060
1128

1295

1194

954

1028

1214

��������z��o

����ovo
���z��o

�������ov����hvozd

�������������

�������������

�������������

�������������

�������ov����
hvozd

�������������
�o���d�

����ovo
��z��o

�ozh��

�ozh��

WANDERINGS THROUGH ŠUMAVA AND THE BAVARIAN FOREST 

Snake Trail / 
ʯeleznȡ 4uFa

�� 04 2raOeniʓtě anF the spring 
oH the ʈeznȡ Ţ 4egen riXer

https://www.gabreta.info/gabreta/stezka06.asp?lng=en

