
Length oH 2ath ����ŞkO

*orskȡ -XilFa anF the 
)olFen 4oaF in the 
/iFFle Ages 

+n the ƒrst centuries oH the )olFen 4oaF 
anF the )olFen 6railŦs eZistence� the area 
arounF *orskȡ -XilFa was not yet perOa-
nently settleF anF caraXans OaFe their 
way through Feep Horest eXer since eZiting 
the last inhabiteF areas oH $aXaria� 1nly in 
the ��th century was a builFing built which 
gaXe traXellers soOe reHuge� AHter the 6hir-
ty�yearsŦ war there were at least Hour hous-
es� inhabiteF by the HaOilies oH /artin ʒXorc� 
<ikOunF ʒXarc� ,iʉȭk Stac anF ,akl /uken-
sauOb� All Hour oH theO were traXeling traF-
ers� who OaFe their liXing by selling Xarious 
iteOs to $aXaria� 
+n the area oH *orskȡ -XilFa� the -aʓperskȩ 
*ory branch oH the )olFen 6rail connecteF 
to another traFe route Ţ the )olFen 4oaF 

)olFene Stra�e�� +t also went through OiF-
Fle ʒuOaXa anF haF a siOilar history� use� 
anF structure oH transporteF gooFs� 1nly 
this one was younger anF politically anF 
econoOically oXerseen by a $aXarian Fuchy� 
6he )olFen 4oaF leF HroO 2assau through 
*als� )raHenau� Sankt 1swalF anF 9alF-
häuser 
a resting place Hor traXelling traFes-
Oen� createF in the ��th century� to Feep 
Horests below the Luzný Oountain anF con-
tinueF on %zech lanF to (ilipoXa *uʙ anF 
*orskȡ -XilFa� where it connecteF to the 
local branch oH the )olFen 6rail� 6ogether 
they continueF oXer <hʡʉȭ anF -ozȭ *ʉbet 
to -aʓperskȩ *ory� 6he protection oH the 
)olFen 4oaF was aFOinistereF by )raHenau 
anF the -aʓperk %astle�
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WANDERINGS THROUGH ŠUMAVA AND THE BAVARIAN FOREST 

The Golden Road

1 *orskȡ -XilFa anF the )olFen 
4oaF in the /iFFle Ages 

https://www.gabreta.info/gabreta/stezka05.asp?lng=en


Length oH 2ath ����ŞkO

6he reOains oH  
the )olFen 4oaF by 
*ornȭ Antýgl

$elow *orskȡ -XilFa� the )olFen 4oaF en-
tereF a Hree lanFscape� crosseF the *aO-
ry streaO anF began to cliOb to the oppo-
site plateau� +t likely went through the saOe 
corriFor as toFayŦs roaF Hor cyclists anF 
cross�country skiers� all the way to *ornȭ 
Antýgl� A sunken lane can be seen aboXe it� 
in the newly FenuFeF clearing� 
1ther Oore or less Xisible reOains oH the 
roaF� Oostly OaniHesteF as sunken lanes� 
all lie on the green tourist trail� 
6he reOains oH the )olFen roaF in the Hor-
ests below Luzný were still Xisible HroO both 
siFes oH the borFer in the ��th century� 6he 
Schwarzenberg Horest geoFesist A� $rzorȡF 
captureF the $oheOian part oH the )olF-
en 4oaF on a Oap in the suOOer oH ���� 
anF publisheF his ƒnFings shortly aHter� A� 
$rzorȡF captureF the basic anF Oost char-
acteristic Heature oH OeFieXal traFe routes 
in a Oountainous terrain Ţ Oainly the at-
teOpt to aXoiF wetlanFs� eXen iH it Oeans 
steeper ascent� 
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The Golden Road

2 6he reOains oH the )olFen 
4oaF by *ornȭ Antýgl

https://www.gabreta.info/gabreta/stezka05.asp?lng=en
gjob




Length oH 2ath ����ŞkO

(ilipoXa *uʙ anF the 
)olFen 4oaF in the 
/iFFle Ages 

1Xer the plain between the scattereF hous-
es oH (ilipoXa *uʙ� the OeFieXal )olFen 
4oaF useF to leaF back towarFs toFayŦs 
/oFraXa�-XilFa roaF� &ue to the terrain� no 
reOains haXe been preserXeF� 6he )olFen 
4oaF turns at toFayŦs 4enFloXȡ boarFing 
house towarFs the ũ2reisleitheŪ Horest anF 
then to /oFraXa�
Since the �nF halH oH the ��th century� the 
coOOoFities transporteF on the )olFen 
4oaF were siOilar to the ones transporten 
on the neighbouring )olFen 6rail Ţ to $ohe-
Oia HroO the south� through 2assau it was 
salt anF luZury iteOs HroO the south 
spic-
es� wine� Habrics� weapons� etc��� in the other 
Firection Oainly corn anF other HooFstuHHs 

Oalt� hop� cheese� Hat� tallow�� but also bar-
rels oH salteF herring HroO $altic cities� 6ar-
iHHs Oeant proƒts Hor the $aXarian Fuke� but 
also Hor Xillages on the roaF� ,ust like oth-
er traFe routes back then FiF� it attracteF 
thieXes� Hor eZaOple in ����� a 2rague Oer-
chant was robbeF on the )olFen 4oaF�
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3 (ilipoXa *uʙ anF the )olFen 
4oaF in the /iFFle Ages 

https://www.gabreta.info/gabreta/stezka05.asp?lng=en


Length oH 2ath ����ŞkO

4eOains oH the )olFen 
4oaF aboXe /oFraXa

6he trail oH the )olFen 4oaF turns by the 
boarFing house 4enFloXȡ in (ilipoXa *uʙ 
into the ũ2reisleitheŪ Horest anF leaFs to 
/oFraXa� +ts reOains can be seen HroO 
stepping into the Horest� 6here is a sunk-
en lane which continues all the way to the 
northeast siFe oH /oFraXa� Hor ���� O� +t 
is joineF by another rail HroO the west anF 
there is an olF junction between the two 
rails� +n the ƒnal part� just beHore /oFraXa� 
signs oH other rails appear as well�
6he trail oH the )olFen 4oaF just passes a 
OoFern resiFential place northeast aboXe 
/oFraXa anF leaFs into the roaF HroO -Xil-
Fa to (ilipoXa *uʙ� just beHore the eFge oH 
/oFraXa� 0ot Har HroO here is a OoFern con-
crete cross 
aboXe -losterOannŦs loFge��
6he *ussite wars at the beginning oH the 
��th century anF the Hollowing long unrest 
oH the post�hussite anF 2oFěbraF era par-
alyseF traFe on the )olFen 4oaF� 6he $a-
Xarian�$oheOian borFer witnesseF Oany 
arOeF anF blooFy Fispute aOong the rest-
less west�boheOian nobility anF this OaFe 
traFe conFitions Ouch worse� 6he catholic 
Oagnates *ouse oH 4oʰOberk anF the city 
oH Ɉeskȩ $uFějoXice took aFXantage oH this 
anF OoXeF a large portion oH salt anF other 
traFe to their lanF arounF VltaXa� HroO Vy-
ʓʓȭ $roF to $uFějoXice� A reXiXal oH traFe on 
the )olFen 4oaF anF 6rail happeneF Furing 
the ��th century� 
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� 4eOains oH the )olFen 
4oaF aboXe /oFraXa

https://www.gabreta.info/gabreta/stezka05.asp?lng=en


Length oH 2ath ����ŞkO

/oFraXa anF the  
1lF $ʉeznȭk 9ay

6he )olFen 4oaF passeF through /oFra-
Xa in alOost the saOe line as toFayŦs roaF� 
towarFs the briFge across the /oFraXa 
streaO� AHter passing it� it separateF HroO 
the roaF to $ʉeznȭk 
so calleF 1lF $ʉeznȭk 
9ay� anF began to cliOb south� 6he reOains 
oH the olF roaF can be HounF in a Fense Hor-
est coXer aboXe /oFraXa� where they are 
interrupteF by a newly built roaF� but con-
tinue on a plateau� on the western eFge oH 
which they Hollow a OarkeF tourist trail in 
continuous steep cliOb to the spot height 
����� +t is one sunken lane� which splits in 
parts� gets closer anF Hurther away HroO to-
FayŦs roaF� but still keeps within reasonable 
Fistance� +t is Oore Xisible in soOe places 
than in others� +n any case� it can be consiF-
ereF a reOnant oH the olF )olFen 4oaF� +t is 
arounF ��� O long anF Fisappears east oH 
the ���� spot height� where the terrain eXens 
out� 6races oH the olF roaF can be HolloweF 
west HroO toFayŦs green tourist trail while 
cliObing the /oFraXa Oountain 
���� O��
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5 /oFraXa anF the 
1lF $ʉeznȭk 9ay
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Length oH 2ath ����ŞkO

6he reOains oH the 
)olFen 4oaF by 
6raOpusŦ cross

6he )olFen 4oaF leF here HroO toFayŦs /oFra-
Xa� AHter crossing the /oFraXa streaO� it sep-
arateF HroO toFayŦs roaF to $ʉeznȭk along-
siFe the streaO 
so calleF 0ew $ʉeznȭk 9ay� 
anF cliObeF steeply south� 6he reOains oH 
the olF roaF can be HounF in a Fense Horest 
coXer aboXe /oFraXa� leaFing across a pla-
teau alongsiFe a green�OarkeF tourist trail� 
SeXeral sections oH the )olFen 4oaF haXe 
surXiXeF alongsiFe the olF $ʉeznȭk way� Spe-
ciƒcally� it is one sunken lane� which splits 
in parts� gets closer anF Hurther away HroO 
toFayŦs roaF� but still keeps within reason-
able Fistance� 6races oH the olF roaF can 
be HolloweF west HroO toFayŦs green tour-
ist trail while cliObing the /oFraXa Ooun-
tain 
����ǾO�� $ut no reOains surXiXeF on 
the Hollowing OoorlanF�coXereF plateau 
with beautiHul Xiews upon the two peaks oH 
4oklan anF Luzný� 6hey appear again Fur-
ing the Fescent towarFs %ikȡnskȡ peat bog� 
(roO there a clear sunken lane appears 
anF leaFs west towarFs a place calleF ũ$y 
6raOpusŦ %rossŪ�
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6 6he reOains oH the )olFen 
4oaF by 6raOpusŦ cross

https://www.gabreta.info/gabreta/stezka05.asp?lng=en


Length oH 2ath ����ŞkO

$ʉeznȭk anF the  
reOains oH the  
)olFen 4oaF

4ecent research has shown that� in the sec-
tion HroO *orskȡ -XilFa to $ʉeznȭk� repre-
sentatiXe anF relatiXely eXenly spreaF re-
Oains oH the )olFen 4oaF haXe surXiXeF 
practically alongsiFe the entire length oH 
the section�
0earby $ʉeznȭk� the )olFen 4oaF Oore or less 
HolloweF toFayŦs tarOac roaF anF cliObeF all 
the way to the plateau with the spot height 
oH ����� 1n its southern eFge� just by the 
Horest� a Fistinct sunken lane can be seen� 
at ƒrst oXergrown by grass anF later enter-
ing the Horest� *ere starts another reOain oH 
the )olFen 4oaF� which zig�zags west oH to-
FayŦs roaF towarFs $ʉeznȭk anF is Xery Fis-
tinctiXe anF Xisible� with its Feep sunken lane 
coXereF with Ooss� 6he corriFor is in soOe 
parts coXereF by Hallen trees� branches anF 
brushwooF� +t is about ��� O long anF coOes 
out HroO the south oH the Horest into a steep 
OeaFow� about ��� O northwest HroO the 
gaOekeeperŦs loFge in $ʉeznȭk� +t Fisappears 
in this OeaFow� but its enF points towarFs 
the enF oH the $ʉeznȭk�/oFraXa roaF in the 
Luzenský streaO Xalley� 6he 4oaF then con-
tinueF below the $ʉeznȭk Horest anF towarFs 
the $lue coluOn�
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� $ʉeznȭk anF the reOains  
oH the )olFen 4oaF

https://www.gabreta.info/gabreta/stezka05.asp?lng=en


Length oH 2ath ����ŞkO

6he )olFen 4oaF 
by the $oheOian�
$aXarian borFer  
anF in $aXaria

(roO the gaOekeeperŦs loFge in $ʉeznȭk� the 
)olFen 4oaF FescenFeF in a southeastern 
Firection towarFs the $ʉeznȭk streaO Xalley� 
AHter crossing the streaO it reacheF toFayŦs 
roaF� which leaFs west HroO the resting 
place by the enF oH the /oFraXa roaF anF 
towarFs StuFenȡ 
%olF� Oountain� then to 
the Oarshes oH the 0ational 2ark towarFs 
/eFXěFȭ 
$ear� Oountain 
���� O�� AHter 
crossing the roaF towarFs StuFenȡ Ooun-
tain� the )olFen 4oaF connects to the re-
Oains aboXe the gaOekeeperŦs loFge anF 
begins to cliOb in a south�eastern Firection 
towarFs the state borFer with $aXaria �
An unOissable� Fensely coXereF anF Oarshy 
terrain rises towarFs *raniɉnȭ slat 
$orFer 
peatbog� anF into the hills oH *raniɉnȭ 
$or-
Fer� Oountain� whose peak is alreaFy on 
the other siFe oH the borFer 
-leiner Spitz-
berg� ���� O�� A large anF Xery Xisible sunk-
en lane can be iFentiƒeF here� with sOaller 
ones arounF it� 6hey are all Fensely oXer-
grown in this enXironOent� 6hese are the 
last reOains oH the )olFen 4oaF on $ohe-
Oian lanF� which then continues in $aXar-
ia until the borFer crossing /oFrý sloup 

$lue pillar�� 6here are Oany FocuOenteF 
ƒnFings oH OeFieXal horseshoes anF other 
things along its course� 
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)olFweg

� 6he )olFen 4oaF by the 
$oheOian�$aXarian borFer 
anF in $aXaria
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