WANDERINGS THROUGH SUMAVA AND THE BAVARIAN FOREST

@ The Golden Road

1 Horska Kvilda and the Golden
Road in the Middle Ages

Length of Path 26,5 km

Horska Kvilda and the
Golden Road in the
Middle Ages

In the first centuries of the Golden Road
and the Golden Trail's existence, the area
around Horska Kvilda was not yet perma-
nently settled and caravans made their
way through deep forest ever since exiting
the last inhabited areas of Bavaria. Only in
the 16th century was a building built which
gave travellers some refuge. After the Thir-
ty-years’ war there were at least four hous-
es, inhabited by the families of Martin Svorc,
Zikmund Svarc, Jifik Stac and Jakl Muken-
saumb. All four of them were traveling trad-
ers, who made their living by selling various
items to Bavaria.

In the area of Horska Kvilda, the Kasperské
Hory branch of the Golden Trail connected
to another trade route — the Golden Road
(Goldene Stralde). It also went through mid-
dle Sumava and had a similar history, use,
and structure of transported goods. Only
this one was younger and politically and
economically overseen by a Bavarian duchy.
The Golden Road led from Passau through
Hals, Grafenau, Sankt Oswald and Wald-
hauser (a resting place for travelling trades-
men, created in the 17th century) to deep
forests below the Luzny mountain and con-
tinued on Czech land to Filipova Hut and
Horska Kvilda, where it connected to the
local branch of the Golden Trail. Together
they continued over Zhuri and Kozi Hrbet
to Kasperske Hory. The protection of the
Golden Road was administered by Grafenau
and the Kasperk Castle.
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WANDERINGS THROUGH SUMAVA AND THE BAVARIAN FOREST

@ The Golden Road

2 The remains of the Golden
Road by Horni Antyg|

Length of Path 26,5 km

The remains of
the Golden Road by
Horni Antyqgl

Below Horska Kvilda, the Golden Road en-
tered a free landscape, crossed the Ham-
ry stream and began to climb to the oppo-
site plateau. It likely went through the same
corridor as today’'s road for cyclists and
cross-country skiers, all the way to Horni
Antygl. A sunken lane can be seen above it,
in the newly denuded clearing.

Other more or less visible remains of the
road, mostly manifested as sunken lanes,
all lie on the green tourist trail.

The remains of the Golden road in the for-
ests below Luzny were still visible from both
sides of the border in the 19th century. The
Schwarzenberg forest geodesist A. Brzorad
captured the Bohemian part of the Gold-
en Road on a map in the summer of 1882
and published his findings shortly after. A.
Brzorad captured the basic and most char-
acteristic feature of medieval trade routes
iIn @ mountainous terrain — mainly the at-
tempt to avoid wetlands, even if it means
steeper ascent.
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WANDERINGS THROUGH SUMAVA AND THE BAVARIAN FOREST

@ The Golden Road

3 Filipova Hut and the Golden
Road in the Middle Ages

Length of Path 26,5 km

Filipova Hut and the
Golden Road in the
Middle Ages

Over the plain between the scattered hous-
es of Filipova Hut, the medieval Golden
Road used to lead back towards today’s
Modrava-Kvilda road. Due to the terrain, no
remains have been preserved. The Golden
Road turns at today’'s Rendlova boarding
house towards the “Preisleithe” forest and
then to Modrava.

Since the 2nd half of the 14th century, the
commodities transported on the Golden
Road were similar to the ones transporten
on the neighbouring Golden Trail — to Bohe-
mia from the south, through Passau it was
salt and luxury items from the south (spic-
es, wine, fabrics, weapons, etc.), in the other
direction mainly corn and other foodstuffs
(malt, hop, cheeseg, fat, tallow), but also bar-
rels of salted herring from Baltic cities. Tar-
iffs meant profits for the Bavarian duke, but
also for villages on the road. Just like oth-
er trade routes back then did, it attracted
thieves; for example in 1402, a Prague mer-
chant was robbed on the Golden Road.
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WANDERINGS THROUGH SUMAVA AND THE BAVARIAN FOREST

@ The Golden Road

4 Remains of the Golden
Road above Modrava

Length of Path 26,5 km

Remains of the Golden
Road above Modrava

The trail of the Golden Road turns by the
boarding house Rendlova in Filipova Hut
into the “Preisleithe” forest and leads to
Modrava. Its remains can be seen from
stepping into the forest. There is a sunk-
en lane which continues all the way to the
northeast side of Modrava, for 1250 m. It
IS joined by another rail from the west and
there is an old junction between the two
rails. In the final part, just before Modrava,
signs of other rails appear as well.

The trail of the Golden Road just passes a
modern residential place northeast above
Modrava and leads into the road from Kuvil-
da to Filipova Hut, just before the edge of
Modrava. Not far from hereis amodern con-
crete cross (above Klostermann's lodge).
The Hussite wars at the beginning of the
15th century and the following long unrest
of the post-hussite and Podébrad era par-
alysed trade on the Golden Road. The Ba-
varian-Bohemian border witnessed many
armed and bloody dispute among the rest-
less west-bohemian nobility and this made
trade conditions much worse. The catholic
magnates House of Rozmberk and the city
of Ceské Budéjovice took advantage of this
and moved a large portion of salt and other
trade to their land around Vltava, from Vy-
ssi Brod to Budejovice. A revival of trade on
the Golden Road and Trail happened during

the 16th century.
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WANDERINGS THROUGH SUMAVA AND THE BAVARIAN FOREST

@ The Golden Road

5 Modrava and the
Old Breznik Way

Length of Path 26,5 km

Modrava and the
Old Breznik Way

The Golden Road passed through Modra-
va in almost the same line as today's road,
towards the bridge across the Modrava
stream. After passing it, it separated from
the road to Breznik (so called Old Breznik
Way) and beganto climb south. The remains
of the old road can be found in a dense for-
est cover above Modrava, where they are
interrupted by a newly built road, but con-
tinue on a plateau, on the western edge of
which they follow a marked tourist trail in
continuous steep climb to the spot height
1102. It is one sunken lane, which splits in
parts, gets closer and further away from to-
day’'s road, but still keeps within reasonable
distance. It is more visible in some places
than in others. In any case, it can be consid-
ered a remnant of the old Golden Road. It is
around 600 m long and disappears east of
the 1102 spot height, where the terrain evens
out. Traces of the old road can be followed
west from today’s green tourist trail while
climbing the Modrava mountain (1157 m).
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WANDERINGS THROUGH SUMAVA AND THE BAVARIAN FOREST

@ The Golden Road

6 1heremains of the Golden
Road by Trampus’ cross

Length of Path 26,5 km

The remains of the
Golden Road by
Trampus’ cross

TheGoldenRoadledherefromtoday’'sModra-
va. Aftercrossingthe Modrava stream, it sep-
arated from today’s road to Breznik along-
side the stream (so called New Bfeznik Way)
and climbed steeply south. The remains of
the old road can be found in a dense forest
cover above Modrava, leading across a pla-
teau alongside a green-marked tourist trail.
Several sections of the Golden Road have
survived alongsidethe old Breznik way. Spe-
cifically, it is one sunken lane, which splits
in parts, gets closer and further away from
today’s road, but still keeps within reason-
able distance. Traces of the old road can
be followed west from today’s green tour-
ist trail while climbing the Modrava moun-
tain (1157 m). But no remains survived on
the following moorland-covered plateau
with beautiful views upon the two peaks of
Roklan and Luzny. They appear again dur-
ing the descent towards Cikanska peat bog.
From there a clear sunken lane appears
and leads west towards a place called “By
Trampus’ Cross”.
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WANDERINGS THROUGH SUMAVA AND THE BAVARIAN FOREST

@ The Golden Road

7 Breznik and the remains
of the Golden Road

Length of Path 26,5 km

Breznik and the

remains of the
Golden Road

Recentresearch has shownthat,inthe sec-
tion from Horska Kvilda to Breznik, repre-
sentative and relatively evenly spread re-
mains of the Golden Road have survived
practically alongside the entire length of
the section.

Nearby Breznik,the GoldenRoad moreorless
followed today’'s tarmac road and climbed all
the way to the plateau with the spot height
of 1258. On its southern edge, just by the
forest, a distinct sunken lane can be seen,
at first overgrown by grass and later enter-
ing the forest. Here starts another remain of
the Golden Road, which zig-zags west of to-
day’'s road towards Breznik and is very dis-
tinctive and visible, with its deep sunken lane
covered with moss. The corridor is in some
parts covered by fallen trees, branches and
brushwood. Itisabout 550 mlongand comes
out from the south of the forest into a steep
meadow, about 180 m northwest from the
gamekeeper'slodgein Breznik. It disappears
in this meadow, but its end points towards
the end of the Breznik-Modrava road in the
Luzensky stream valley. The Road then con-
tinued below the Breznik forest and towards
the Blue column.
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WANDERINGS THROUGH SUMAVA AND THE BAVARIAN FOREST

8 The Golden Road by the
Bohemian-Bavarian border
and in Bavaria

Length of Path 26,5 km

The Golden Road
by the Bohemian-
Bavarian border
and in Bavaria

Fromthe gamekeeper'slodgein Breznik,the
Golden Road descended in a southeastern
direction towards the Breznik stream valley.
After crossing the stream itreached today’s
road, which leads west from the resting
place by the end of the Modrava road and
towards Studena (Cold) mountain, then to
the marshes of the National Park towards
Medvédi (Bear) mountain (1224 m). After
crossing the road towards Studena moun-
tain, the Golden Road connects to the re-
mains above the gamekeeper’s lodge and
begins to climb in a south-eastern direction
towards the state border with Bavaria .
Anunmissable,denselycoveredandmarshy
terrain rises towards Hranic¢ni slat (Border
peatbog) and into the hills of Hrani¢ni (Bor-
der) mountain, whose peak is already on
the other side of the border (Kleiner Spitz-
berg, 1233 m). A large and very visible sunk-
en lane can be identified here, with smaller
ones around it. They are all densely over-
grown in this environment. These are the
last remains of the Golden Road on Bohe-
mian land, which then continues in Bavar-
ia until the border crossing Modry sloup
(Blue pillar). There are many documented
findings of medieval horseshoes and other
things along its course.
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