
Length of Path 25 km

Kašperské Hory from 
the Golden Trail and 
the Golden Road 

The town of Kašperské Hory used to be-
long among the most important Bohemi-
an mining towns in the Middle Ages. In the 
first half of the 14th century, there was a 
shift from panning to mining gold. The salt 
trade coming from the transhipment point 
in Passau was growing at the time, as was 
the demand for more luxurious goods from 
the Danube region and southern Europe. 
Bohemian king and Holy Roman Emperor 
Charles IV thus decided in 1356 to expand 
the connections between Bohemia and 
those regions and initiated the founding of 
two new trade routes from upper Otava re-
gion towards Passau and the new town of 
Grafenau in the Bavarian duchy. 
They both began in Passau. The Golden 
Trail, or rather its third branch, led towards 
Freyung, Mauth, Bučina, Kvilda, H. Kvilda do 
K. Hory. Its competitor, the Golden Road, 
also began in Passau, but led towards the 
border across the Bavarian duchy, that is 
Tittling, Grafenau, border crossing Modrý 
sloup, Březník, Filipova Huť and Horská Kvil-
da, where it joined the Golden Trail.
Charles IV had the castle Kašperk built 3 km 
north of the town. It was supposed to protect 
southwest Bohemia, the gold mines, and en-
sure safe passage on both mentioned trade 
routes. The castle also became a residence 
for the highest court officials in the region.
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WANDERINGS THROUGH ŠUMAVA AND THE BAVARIAN FOREST 

The Golden Trail

1 Kašperské Hory from the Golden 
Trail and the Golden Road 

https://www.gabreta.info/gabreta/stezka04.asp?lng=en


Length of Path 25 km

The Losenice system

Continuous unbroken remains of the Gold-
en Trail are called systems. The trails of 
the Losenice system began to appear in 
the first half of the 15th century. The origi-
nal course turned towards the village Čer-
vená between Zhůří and Kozí Hřbety and 
never reached this place.
Parts of the Losenice system, with their 
switching left and right turns of two par-
allel trails, belong to the most impressive 
remains of the Golden Trail on Bohemian 
lands. In this area, the Trail climbed from 
the Losenice valley to 700 meters and in a 
long southward curve it began to line up its 
direction with the massive mountain ridge 
rising from Rejštejn to Zhůří. The width of 
the path is š meters on the ground and al-
most 8 between the tops of embankments, 
which are 5 meters high. 
The paths of the system used to pass 
through land with high concentration of 
expensive metal mines. As such they were 
no doubt used not only to transport salt 
but also for connecting mines and export-
ing their yield. 
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WANDERINGS THROUGH ŠUMAVA AND THE BAVARIAN FOREST 

The Golden Trail

2 The Losenice system

https://www.gabreta.info/gabreta/stezka04.asp?lng=en


Length of Path 25 km

The Zhůří system

In the deep forests of the mountain ridge 
rising south of the village Kozí Hřebet all the 
way to a plateau with the former village of 
Zhůří, hides the Zhůří system of the Golden 
Trail remains. It is one of the highest located 
systems in the country; its numerous sunk-
en lanes rise almost incessantly from 900 
meters above sea level to Huťská mountain 
in the height over 1100 meters. 
The medieval traveling traders had to move 
through these locations in often extreme cli-
mates. High levels of snow, fog, rain and freez-
ing cold are not exceptional weather condi-
tions, and the travellers and their beasts of 
burden who had to transport heavy cargo from 
autumn to spring deserve our admiration. 
The location of the system ensured that it was 
preserved, as human activity could never be 
as intensive here as it was in lower areas. 
The westernmost sunken lane travels from 
the meadow Flusárna towards Horská Kvil-
da and it is almost 4 meters deep and sev-
eral meters wide, paved in parts and with 
beautifully curved turns. It was likely used 
even after the end of the Golden Trail. The 
green tourist trail leads through here 
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WANDERINGS THROUGH ŠUMAVA AND THE BAVARIAN FOREST 

The Golden Trail

3 The Zhůří system

https://www.gabreta.info/gabreta/stezka04.asp?lng=en


Length of Path 26 km

Kašperk Castle

The founding of the Kašperk Castle is di-
rectly related to these important medieval 
routes. The order to build it was given by 
the Bohemian King and Holy Roman Em-
peror Charles IV in 1356. It was meant to 
be a border guarding castle, which would 
protect Šumava and its surrounding areas, 
as well as the gold-mining region of Kašper-
ské Hory, including upper Šumava. The cas-
tle guards were also to guard the two then-
new trade route, the Golden Road and the 
Golden Trail. They both led from Kašperské 
Hory to Passau, one through the land of the 
Passau bishopric and the other through a 
Bavarian duchy. 
Another reason for its construction was the 
need to uphold and support the royal admin-
istration in Southwest Bohemia. As such, 
Kašperk was home to the most prominent 
royal court officials. This is probably why rep-
resentative halls and chambers were built, so 
that the officials may reside here with their 
families. Up until 1409 the holder of the cas-
tle had the role of the arbiter of the law. 
The Kašperk Castle and its holders had an 
existential stake in the prosperity of the com-
merce on the Golden Road and the Golden 
Trail, as the customs and tolls brought them 
no small profits. 

Whole text  

145

145

145

169

169

169

168

1

2

3

4

5

6

7

8

9

10

Kašperské
Hory
Kašperské
Hory

RejštejnRejštejn

Žlíbek

Dolní Dvorce

Cikánka

Cihelna

Papírna
Kukanda

Dvůr

����o������

����a��
�o���

PR
�o���������

�������
�����

����od��o�����
horou

����ra���
���a��

������a����
��r���

�������da�
��od��o�����

���������a

�������r�����a�

����r�����a�

������������
��a�

���������o
�do��

���������o
�do��

�������

hrad
�a���r�

��h������

��h�����o����o����
��a�������a���

hrad����
�����hrad

České
Domky

1064

Ždánov

Královský

Vysoký stolec

Stráž

Černá hora

Čertův vrch

Tetřev

Adamova hora

Modravská hora

Lapka

Březová hora

Jelení vrch

Sokol

Malá Mokrůvka

Malá Mokrůvka
Steinfleckberg

Farrenberg

Orel

Přilba

Popelná hora

Chlum

Šafářův vršek

Radkovský vrch

Valy

Vinice

Borovina

Vilémov

Bučina

Hamerské
Domky

Kvilda

Horská
Kvilda

Palvinov

Vatětice Opolenec
Tuškov

Malý
Kozí Hřbet

Zhůří

Řetenice

Hraběcí
Huť

Vydří Most

Filipova Huť
Korýtko

Modrava

Kavrlík

Ždánov

Štěpanice

Jelenov

Malý Radkov

Radešov

Klášterský
Mlýn

Velký
Radkov

Pohorsko

Čeňkova pila

Zlatá
Studna

Turnerova ch.

Vysoká Mýť

Bílý Potok

Kramlův Mlýn

Císařský
Dvůr Hutašín

Na Šobru

Churáňov

VPolci

Plánský
Mlýn

Karlina
Pila

Puchingerův Dvůr

Vchynice-
Tetov II

Březník

Horní Antýgl

Rokyta

Dolní
Hrádky

Horní
Hrádky

Údolí

Antýgl.

Huťská Hora

�����d��

847

739

833

870

1187

907

1370

1203

1263

1077

1156

985

822 957

914

1251

1254

1307

928

1010

1018

1219

1182

1260

1176

1252

1244

1170

1193

1315

1330

1151

926

812

962

729

730

920

��dra

�o������

Velký
Kozí Hřbet

Vchynice-
Tetov I

Svojše
Podlesí

Popelná

ČervenáLídlovy
Dvory

�a��r������

��
dr
a

���������a�a�o
dr
a�
��
���
�

r��h��

WANDERINGS THROUGH ŠUMAVA AND THE BAVARIAN FOREST 

The Golden Trail

4 Kašperk Castle

https://www.gabreta.info/gabreta/stezka04.asp?lng=en


Length of Path 26 km

The village of Zhůří

Today, the former village can be identified 
in the terrain only by the remains of the 
Golden Trail, which led through it, and by 
small overgrown piles of rubble, signaling 
the former presence of houses. From the 
plains around the former village, one can, 
during favourable weather, admire one of 
the most beautiful views in Šumava. 
The Golden Trail descended towards Zhůří 
from Huťská mountain (1187 m) across 
meadows and around old crosses in a 
noticeable “meadow” sunken lane of the 
impressive measurements of 4-6 meters 
of width and up to 3,5 meters in depth. In 
parts there are noticeable remains of pav-
ing and solidifying the sides with stone.
West of the former village Zhůří lies the 
place “U věže” (By the Tower), registered in 
some older and even newer maps. Some 
explorers think that from this strategically 
situated place, it was possible to control a 
large part of the Kašperské Hory branch of 
the Golden Trail. As such we cannot rule out 
the existence of a fortified protective build-
ing. However, it is not possible to test this 
theory via archeological research, because 
the whole area served as an impenetrable 
military compound during the socialist re-
gime, and it has undergone widespread 
terrain modification, which irreparably ru-
ined all possible archeological situations. A 
similar guard tower to the one on Stožecká 
rock on the Prachatice branch or by Strážný 
(Kynžvart) on the Vimperk branch of the 
Golden Trail can thus not be proven.
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WANDERINGS THROUGH ŠUMAVA AND THE BAVARIAN FOREST 

The Golden Trail

5 The village of Zhůří

https://www.gabreta.info/gabreta/stezka04.asp?lng=en


Length of Path 26 km

The Horská Kvilda 
Systém 

With its size it belongs among the smaller 
systems with a simpler pattern of sunken 
lanes and, as most preserved systems on 
the Kašperské Hory branch, it exemplifies the 
course of a medieval route in a mountainous 
terrain over 1000 meters above sea level. 
It hides in a forest north of the village of 
Horská Kvilda, on a gradual southern slope 
of the Břemeno mountain (1156 meters), 
where it is cut across by a road from Re-
jštejn and Zhůří to Horská Kvilda and Kvil-
da. The main route of the system spreads 
across its entire length from the road to 
the edge of the forest and is about 2 me-
ters wide and up to 2 meters deep. About 
halfway, the Horská Kvilda system has up 
to five parallel routes (Including the main 
one). Pieces of old paving, which proba-
bly come from its later usage, can still be 
found on the main route. 
On the edge of the forest north of Horská 
Kvilda, all the routes connect into one large 
sunken lane, which ends on the edge of a 
large grassy plain and becomes a narrow 
ground lane. The Golden Trail then clear-
ly continued further south alongside the 
route of today´s unpaved road across the 
partly waterlogged meadow into a place, 
where the Golden Road separated from it 
to continue to Bavaria and where later the 
village of Horská Kvilda would be founded.
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WANDERINGS THROUGH ŠUMAVA AND THE BAVARIAN FOREST 

The Golden Trail

6 The Horská Kvilda Systém 

https://www.gabreta.info/gabreta/stezka04.asp?lng=en


Length of Path 26 km

The Otter Bridge 

Several kilometres southeast from here, in 
times of the Golden Trail ś existence, the es-
tate of the town of Kašperské Hory ended 
and the Zdíkov-Vimperk estate of Malovec 
of Chýnov began. Both sides had long-term 
disputes over the border. 
After the Thirty Years´ War this border 
moved 2 kilometres north, here just in front 
of Horská Kvilda, to the Otter Bridge (Vy-
dří most) across the Hamry stream. At that 
point, there were not many reasons for a 
dispute left, as the commerce on the Gold-
en Trail began to diminish and gradual-
ly disappear and so the profits it brought 
were no longer significant enough to quar-
rel over. A very detailed 1736 map of the 
Kašperské Hory branch of the Golden Trail 
depicts the border between the estates on 
the Otter Bridge. The tradition of adminis-
trative divide remains to this day, with the 
Pilsen and South-Bohemian districts hav-
ing their border here. 
We have detailed information above the 
Golden Trail around the Otter Bridge from 
the early 18th century. In 1729, the Prague 
Gubernium ordered both Pilsen district rep-
resentatives to personally investigate the 
state of the Kašperské Hory and Vimperk 
branches of the Golden Trail. The goal was 
to evaluate the possibility of transforming 
them into modern communications con-
necting Bohemia with the Donau region. 
The Vimperk branch eventually underwent 
this modernisation and today the main 
road from Vimperk to the border crossing 
Strážný leads through here. 
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WANDERINGS THROUGH ŠUMAVA AND THE BAVARIAN FOREST 

The Golden Trail

7 The Otter Bridge 

https://www.gabreta.info/gabreta/stezka04.asp?lng=en


Length of Path 26 km

Kvilda

The royal grounds around Kvilda were giv-
en to Ondřej, king John the Blind’s deputy 
on the royal castle in Písek, in the first third 
of the 14th century. After Ondřej’s death, 
his sons Tomáš and Jan were, in a docu-
ment dated May 23, 1345, granted owner-
ship of “the forest, which is called Gevilde, 
and which lies behind Reychensteyn”, with 
all its waters, artificial lakes, meadows and 
pastures, as well as the rights to use the 
metal mines (gold, silver, and others). Soon 
after the establishment of the Kašperské 
Hory branch of the Golden Trail, the farm 
Philde was founded on an uninhabited plain 
around today’s Kvilda. The founding of the 
village of Kvilda most likely dates back to 
the 15th or 16th century, this is supported 
by the local findings of ceramics. 
On both shores of the Hamry and Kvilda 
streams, which flow into Warm Vltava, there 
are visible remains of the area’s gold min-
ing past, in the form of piles of gangue. 
The first settlement was more of a customs 
station, as the high altitude did not allow 
for agricultural activity. The village together 
with its surroundings belonged to the estate 
owned by the House of Malovec. In 1593 it 
was referred to as “the Bohemian village 
in the woods” where travelling tradesmen 
could find two inns to refresh themselves in. 
With the end of the Golden Trail, Kvilda’s in-
habitants lost their main source of income. 
A post-Thirty Years War tax document from 
1654 still names keeping of livestock and 
trading on the Golden Trail as the people’s 
main source of income. 
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WANDERINGS THROUGH ŠUMAVA AND THE BAVARIAN FOREST 

The Golden Trail

8 Kvilda

https://www.gabreta.info/gabreta/stezka04.asp?lng=en


Length of Path 26 km

The Kvilda system of 
the Golden Trail 

In the expansive border forests between Kvil-
da and the former village of Bučina by a bor-
der crossing of the same name, the Kvilda 
system of the Golden Trail can be found. Its 
course rose to considerable altitude around 
1200 meters and the trade caravans had to 
deal with harsh climatic conditions. 
Travel was further complicated by the fact 
that up until the 16th century that the border 
forests belonging to the Passau bishopric, 
spreading north of Freyung, all the way to 
Kozí Hřbety by Kašperské Hory, was com-
pletely uninhabited. The Kvilda system was 
just about in the middle of this large forest. 
In both directions, the travelling tradesmen 
were facing around 15 kilometres of unin-
habited primeval forest. 
From the entire distance of 8 km between 
Kvilda and the border in Bučina, the Kvilda 
system takes up about 2 km. We are speak-
ing of one main sunken lane, which in some 
places splits into two to four trails.
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WANDERINGS THROUGH ŠUMAVA AND THE BAVARIAN FOREST 

The Golden Trail

9 The Kvilda system of  
the Golden Trail 

https://www.gabreta.info/gabreta/stezka04.asp?lng=en


Length of Path 26 km

Bučina and the 
Kašperské Hory branch  
of the Golden Trail 
beyond the border 

Here, the age-old Golden Trail left the Bohe-
mian lands and crossed the bridge over the 
border stream towards today’s village of Fin-
sterau. Then the trail continued to Passau 
across the land of the Passau bishopric. 
The Golden Trail used the be the very axis 
and arterial road of this region, the land-
scape of which gradually descended from 
the ridge of Šumava, through a charming 
hilly area, to the wide valley of the Donau. 
Since the early 13th century, the tiny state 
of the Passau bishops belonged into the 
varied patchwork of land units of the me-
dieval Holy Roman Empire and bishops 
ruled it until 1803.
On the Passau land, the Kašperské Hory 
branch left Passau in the direction of Fre-
yung and then led through Kreuzberg and 
expansive uninhabited border forests and 
wetlands all the way here, on the border of 
the Bohemian kingdom. During the Middle 
Ages, the land around the trail was gradu-
ally settled all the way to Kreuzberg with a 
noticeable church on a hill. The land closer 
to the border was only settled after the Thir-
ty Years War. By 1704, it reached Finsterau, 
the last Passau village before the border.
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WANDERINGS THROUGH ŠUMAVA AND THE BAVARIAN FOREST 

The Golden Trail

10 Bučina and the Kašperské Hory  
branch of the Golden Trail  
beyond the border 

https://www.gabreta.info/gabreta/stezka04.asp?lng=en

