
Length of Path 36 km

Sušice Museum  
of Šumava  

The Sušice museum was founded in 1880 
under the name “Šumava Museum in Sušice” 
by the Sušice Municipal Council on the incen-
tiXe oH aǾlocal teacher ,oseH *olȭk� 6he Ou-
seuOŦsǾeZhibitions were supposeF to coXer 
the townŦsǾhistory� as well as the history anF 
geography of the majority of the wider Šu-
OaXa region as there was� by this tiOe� no 
other OuseuO in the region� Since ����� it 
is located in the Voprchov house (the former 
Feanery� on the Suʓice sSuare�
6oFay� the OuseuO oHHers an eZhibition 
which Oaps the townŦsǾhistory� the history oH 
match production or the renowned mechan-
ical wooFen natiXity scene� AǾ signiƒcant 
portion oH the eZposition is also FeXoteF to 
glass proFuction in ʒuOaXa� Visitors can see 
glass articles HroO Annȭn� -lȡʓterský /lýn� 
Lenora� or AFolHoX� aǾOoFel oH aǾglassworks� 
or tools useF in glass proFuction� 6he larg-
er portion oH the eZhibiteF iteOs was giHteF 
to the OuseuO by $run Schreiber� aǾSwiss 
glass collector� in �����
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WANDERINGS THROUGH ŠUMAVA AND THE BAVARIAN FOREST 

The Otava 
Glassmakers’ 
Trail

1 Sušice Museum of Šumava  

https://www.gabreta.info/gabreta/stezka01.asp?lng=en


Length of Path 36 km

4ajsko glassworks 

+n 4ajsko by Annȭn stanFs aǾ recently ren-
oXateF 
����� glass cutting Hactory� 6he 
glass here is cut by four cutters under the 
leaFership oH StanislaXa $eneʓoXȡ� 6he Hac-
tory works with ��Ǿ� leaF Suartz anF sells 
its proFucts to Azerbaijan� 4ussia� or SauFi 
Arabia aOong others� AsiFe HroO the pro-
Fuction itselH� one oH its goals is to popular-
ize the craHt anF bring on new apprentices 
Ţ Hor this reason� an interactiXe OuseuO oH 
glass proFuction� where the public can try 
cutting glass theOselXes� openeF here in 
����� Apart HroO that� there are AnnȭnŦsǾown 
proFucts such as glasses or paperweights� 
as well as two historical machines made by 
the coOpany Suchý ,ouza Ɉȡp anF Fating 
back to the Austrian�*ungarian eOpire� +t 
is on theO that one can� unFer the super-
Xision oH glassOakers� try cutting Hor one-
selH� AǾpart oH the OuseuO is aǾstuFio Hor 
young glassOakers anF aǾshop� where it is 
possible to buy local proFucts� AOong the 
eZhibit you can see proFucts oH ʒuOaXa 
glassworks� such as the weFFing glasses oH 
/r anF /rs 0oXotný� HorOer owners oH the 
Annȭn glassworks�
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WANDERINGS THROUGH ŠUMAVA AND THE BAVARIAN FOREST 

The Otava 
Glassmakers’ 
Trail

� 4ajsko glassworks 

https://www.gabreta.info/gabreta/stezka01.asp?lng=en


Length of Path 36 km

Annȭn glassworks

6he glassworks in Annȭn was HounFeF in 
���� by Augustin /ȹller� the burgoOaster 
oH -aʓperskȩ *ory� +t was not the ƒrst one 
there� it HolloweF the Oill� which stooF near-
by and was running at some point around 
mid-18th century�
Since ���� the glassworks was run by ,oseH 
Schmid from an old family of glassmakers 
from Vogelsang and begins with the glass-
worksŦ OoFernisation� *e built aǾ steaO 
glass�cutting Oill anF rebuilt the Hurnaces� 
then built aǾnew Oill powereF by gas gener-
ators SieOens� 6heir Oost HaOous proFuct 
was the high-quality Venetian-style crystal 
glass� AOong other popular articles counteF 
Venetian�style glass� -arloXy Vary coOpote 
bowls� wine glasses� Xases� anF others� 's-
pecially beautiful was hollow glass with plas-
tic stick�ons shapeF like Hlowers or Hruit� 6he 
proFucts were solF Oainly in 'nglanF anF in 
the 7niteF States� but the 4ussian royal HaO-
ily were also owners oH Annȭn glass�
6he SeconF 9orlF 9ar Oeant aǾswiHt Fown-
turn for production and the glassworks never 
OanageF to recoXer its pre�war position� 
1nly the glass�cutting Oill was kept running� 
(roO Spring ���� the business again Hunc-
tions as aǾglassworks Ţ Xisitors can eXen try 
to blow their own piece oH glass� 2art oH the 
areal is also aǾOuseuO anF gallery� where it 
is possible to buy local proFucts� )lassOak-
ing syOposiuOs also take place here�
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WANDERINGS THROUGH ŠUMAVA AND THE BAVARIAN FOREST 

The Otava 
Glassmakers’ 
Trail

3 Annȭn glassworks

https://www.gabreta.info/gabreta/stezka01.asp?lng=en


Length of Path 36 km

Annȭn chapel  

6he chapel with aǾtoOb was built in the 0eo 
)othic style in ���� anF is the ƒnal resting 
place oH aǾrenowneF HaOily oH glassOakers 
HroO ʒuOaXa� the SchOiF HaOily� +ts naXe� 
with two stained glass windows on each 
siFe� Haces 'ast� 1n the 9estern siFe stanFs 
aǾtwo�storeyeF tower� 6he chapelŦsǾpresby-
tery is polygonal�
The interior was damaged and most of it was 
stolen aHter the SeconF 9orlF 9ar� SoOe 
parts later appeareF in the -aʓperskȩ *ory 
OuseuO� 6he walls are hung with HraOeF 
epitaphs oH the HaOily� 9e know HroO those 
that the ƒrst person burieF here was an eight-
een�year�olF 6herese SchOiF� 9e can also 
ƒnF the epitaph oH the Oost HaOous OeO-
ber oH the HaOily� ,oseH 'FuarF SchOiF anF 
his wiHe Anna� Anna was the Faughter oH an-
other renowneF glassOaker 9ilhelO -ralik� 
Ashes oH 'FuarFŦsǾbrothers� ,oseH anF 4u-
FolH� are also laiF here� 6hey were owners 
of the glassworks in Vogelsang and Stachy-
-ʡsoX� +nteresting are also glass Fecorations 
shaped like drops of water which hang from 
the choir loHt�
6he place is also noteworthy Hor the ƒrst 
spiritism attempts in Bohemia that took 
place here in Annȭn anF were leF by 'FuarF 
SchOiF�
The chapel is open to the public during var-
ious Annȭn anniXersaries�
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WANDERINGS THROUGH ŠUMAVA AND THE BAVARIAN FOREST 

The Otava 
Glassmakers’ 
Trail

4 Annȭn chapel

https://www.gabreta.info/gabreta/stezka01.asp?lng=en


Length of Path 36 km

4ejʓtejn  
-lȡʓterský /lýn 

The glassworks was founded in the place of 
aǾHorOer $eneFictine Oonastery� +t was built 
by ,ohann $aptist 'isner in ����� +t proFuceF 
pȡteʉȭky 
sOall glass beaFs useF to Oake 
rosaries�� later sheet glass� cut anF coloureF 
glass� +n ����� the glassworks was bought by 
'isnerŦsǾson�in�law /artin 'Oanuel SchOiF� 
who also ran the Vogelsang glassworks� 
*ere� he OaFe crystal glass� +n the year ����� 
it was bought by ,ohann LȵtzŦsǾwiFow� Su-
sanne� She pickeF her granFson /aZOilian 
von Spaun to be her heir and he took up the 
leaFership position in ����� SpaunŦsǾentering 
the coOpany brought with it aǾlot oH chang-
es� 6he business began to Hocus on pro-
Fucing luZurious FecoratiXe glass� ,ust as 
Furing Susanna LȵtzŦsǾyears� their proFucts 
continued to be highly regarded at industri-
al eZhibitions across 'urope anF FecorateF 
Oany townhouse salons� At the beginning 
oH the ��th century the company began col-
laborating with Vienna creators� 6he coOpa-
ny was negatiXely aHHecteF by the ƒnancial 
crisis anF aǾgreat ƒre in ����� 6he Oill was 
FeƒnitiXely closeF in ����� 6he builFing was 
taken apart in ���� anF solF to an open�air 
Holk OuseuO in 6ittling in $aXaria� where it 
stanFs to this Fay� 6he worlF�HaOous glass-
worksŦ proFucts can be seen in -latoXy� in 
the 2AS- gallery�
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WANDERINGS THROUGH ŠUMAVA AND THE BAVARIAN FOREST 

The Otava 
Glassmakers’ 
Trail

� 4ejʓtejn -lȡʓterský /lýn 

https://www.gabreta.info/gabreta/stezka01.asp?lng=en


Length of Path 36 km

4ejʓtejn SpaunŦs Xilla 

The success of the local glassworks went to-
gether with the reSuest Hor aǾconstruction oH 
aǾnew representatiXe resiFence� 6he project 
was giXen to aǾVienna architect LeopolF $auer 

����Ţ������
The villa was built very close to the glass-
works between ���� anF ����� +t consists 
oH two parts� which are connecteF Xia aǾstair-
case� aǾrepresentatiXe hall anF the two�sto-
reyeF resiFential builFing� $auer incorporateF 
practically all features of Vienna geometri-
cal Art 0ouXeau into the architecture� *e put 
pieces oH Art 0ouXeau iriFescent glass into 
the then�yellow plastering as aǾreOinFer oH 
the ownerŦsǾproHession�
2robably in ����� the terrace was FecorateF 
with aǾbeautiHul Oosaic by aǾnatiXe oH -arloXy 
Vary� Art 0ouXeau painter� graphic Fesigner� 
puppeteer� anF Ousical coOposer 4icharF 
6eschner 
����Ţ������ 6he Oosaic HorOs 
aǾwater Hountain with two colourHul long�taileF 
peacocks� one on each siFe� (lowers are in-
tertwined around the blasting water and but-
terHlies Hly arounF� %olourHul ƒsh swiO in the 
water� 6he Oosaic is OaFe using glass HroO 
the local glassworks� be it clear� opaciƒeF 
or iriFescent� 6hese sharFs were cut into re-
SuireF shapes� %urrently� the Xilla is in priXate 
possession anF not accessible to the public�
9hen /aZOilian Spaun FieF� LeopolF $auer 
FesigneF is toObstone� which can be seen 
in the upper part oH the 4ejʓtejn graXeyarF 
to this Fay�
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WANDERINGS THROUGH ŠUMAVA AND THE BAVARIAN FOREST 

The Otava 
Glassmakers’ 
Trail

6 4ejʓtejn Ţ SpaunŦs Xilla

https://www.gabreta.info/gabreta/stezka01.asp?lng=en


Length of Path 36 km

-aʓperskȩ *ory  
Vogelsang 

AOong the olFest glassworks in the -aʓper-
skȩ *ory area count the glassworks oH 
2oFlesȭ� 6he ƒrst oH theO was HounFeF Fur-
ing the ƒrst halH oH the ��th century�
2oFlesȭ was bought� together with its right 
to glass proFuction� in ���� by aǾOeOber oH 
the known glassOaker HaOily )erl� Sebas-
tian (lorian )erl� *e built anF eZtensiXe HarO-
stead with other economic buildings as well 
as the St $arbora chapel� +t is also Xery prob-
able that he built aǾnew glassworks� Hocus-
ing on the proFuction oH clear hollow glass� 
We know from preserved order receipts that 
cut glasses� bottles or egg cups were OaFe 
here� 6he glassworks also proFuceF optic 
glass and continued producing glass beads 
anF other sOall iteOs�
1n 0oXeOber ��� ����� the glassworks was 
bought by Anna /arie 'isner HroO the re-
nowneF 'isner HaOily oH ʒuOaXa glassOak-
ers� AHter the Feath oH her husbanF anF both 
sons she leF the business herselH� at least 
until the sons oH her elFest son� (rantiʓek 
-arel� reacheF aFulthooF�
AHter ���� the running oH the Oill passeF 
onto 'isnerŦsǾ son�in�law /artin 'Oanuel 
SchOiF� 6he glassworks closure in 1cto-
ber ���� was Feƒnite� AHter the reOaining 
glass was processeF� the glass cutters leHt 
as well� which Oeant the enF oH glass pro-
Fuction in 2oFlesȭ� +n ����� its owner 'FuarF 
SchOiF FieF anF his son�in law solF 2oFlesȭ� 
now with only aǾHarOsteaF� to the &uke oH 
Schwarzenberg in �����
The glassworks location changed through-
out centuries� AllegeFly� it coulF haXe haF 
as Oany as eight FiHHerent locations� 6he 
Oost apparent reOains are in aǾplace which 
Oaps reHer to as Starȡ *uʙ +Ǿ 
1lF /ill +� 

0 ��o�������Ŧ� ' ��o��������Ŧ�� 6he reOains 
are dated back to the second half of the 18th 
century� AǾpart oH the original Hurnace wall is 
still preserXeF there� 6oFay it is conserXeF 
anF coXereF by aǾshelter which protects it 
HroO aFXerse winF conFitions�
Below this location of the glassworks we 
can ƒnF reOains oH Starȡ *uʙ ++ 
1lF /ill ++� 

0 ��o�������Ŧ� ' ��o��������Ŧ�� AǾ part oH 
toFayŦsǾcabin is an olF tall chiOney which 
reOains HroO the original hoOesteaF� 9est 
HroO this cabin� we ƒnF hollows createF 
by Suartz Oining� 6he location oH the Oost 
modern Vogelsang glassworks can be found 
about 300 metres from the former manor 
house 
0 ��o�������Ŧ� ' ��o��������Ŧ�� 1nly 
parts of the perimeter wall remain and they 
haXe about aǾOeter in height but are oXer-
grown by naturally seeFeF plants� At all loca-
tions oH the Oill� it is possible to ƒnF pieces 
oH glass or glass beaFs 
pȡteʉȭky��
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WANDERINGS THROUGH ŠUMAVA AND THE BAVARIAN FOREST 

The Otava 
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7 -aʓperskȩ *ory Vogelsang 

https://www.gabreta.info/gabreta/stezka01.asp?lng=en


Length of Path 36 km

-aʓperskȩ *ory 
(lusȡrna 

+n the ƒrst halH oH the ��th century� (lusȡr-
na haF ƒXe houses� 6he haOlet was FoOi-
nateF by aǾlarge two�storey builFing 
no� �� 
with aǾjerkinheaF rooH FecorateF by aǾtraFi-
tional sOall ʒuOaXian bell tower� the inte-
rior coObining liXing anF econoOic space� 
1ne sOaller house belongeF to this hoOe-
stead as well and it stood in the place of 
toFayŦsǾcross�
Another hoOesteaF 
no� ��� stooF higher up 
the OeaFow� +t incluFeF aǾseconF house� but 
that was demolished at the beginning of the 
��th century� 2otash was processeF in the 
ƒnal sOall builFing 
neZt to no� ��� AHter the 
Fecline oH glass proFuction in the region� the 
builFing was probably OaFe into aǾchapel� 
6he houses were FeOolisheF in the ����Şs�
ũ(lusȡrnaŪ was aǾnaOe Hor places where pot-
ash 
in %zech also ťHlusŦ�� or cheOically po-
tassiuO carbonate� was proFuceF as one oH 
the ingreFients Hor glass proFuction� 2otash 
was OaFe by leaching wooF ash� 6he pro-
cess� although technically Hairly easily� Fe-
OanFeF large aOounts oH wooF� 6he high 
consumption of wood needed to produce 
potash and even to just use during the every-
day running of the glassworks was one of 
the reasons why the heavily forested Šuma-
Xa area becaOe one oH the Oost signiƒcant 
glassOaking centres�
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WANDERINGS THROUGH ŠUMAVA AND THE BAVARIAN FOREST 
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8 -aʓperskȩ *ory Ţ (lusȡrna 

https://www.gabreta.info/gabreta/stezka01.asp?lng=en


Length of Path 36 km

Srnȭ Antýgl 

+H there eXen was aǾ glassworks on &olnȭ 
Antýgl� that is� in the area oH the surXiXing 
village on the river Vydra which belonged to 
the Hree guarFs oH the %zech�$aXarian borFer 

-rȡloXȡci�� it coulF haXe been put into oper-
ation soOetiOe aHter the year ����� 6he only 
remaining historical record from this year in-
HorOs us about aǾ ũwise anF careHul *onza 
(uZ� glassOaker in SXojʓeŪ buying the riXer 
/oFraXa anF the 1tygl Horest HroO aǾ cer-
tain ,anFele� 2ʉech LɉoXiskýŦsǾ Oan� Hor �� 
threescores oH /ȭʓeɼ groschen� *oweXer� 
aǾ speciƒc Oention oH aǾ glassworks or any 
archaeological ƒnFings are absent� +n ����� 
aǾglassworks with three Hurnaces was built by 
the town oH -aʓperskȩ *ory on *ornȭ Antýgl 

0 ��o�������Ŧ� ' ��o��������Ŧ�� 6he Hurnac-
es were useF Hor Oaking hollow glass� one oH 
theO Hor Oaking glass beaFs� +t was leaseF 
to Anna /arie 'isneroXȡ up until the year 
���� anF to her son +gnȡc aHter that� +t also 
eOployeF seXen glass engraXers� +n ����� 
the bead making glassworks was leased to 
aǾOaster glassOaker %hristian )atterOayer 
Hor twelXe years� +n ����� )atterOayerŦsǾson�
in�law ,oseH SchOiF got it� Later� the glass-
works was again leaseF by +gnȡc 'isner� *e 
used it to make glass beads and colourful 
rings anF HroO theO rosaries anF necklaces� 
*e eZporteF theO Oainly to 6urkey anF +taly� 
6he glassworks FeƒnitiXely shut Fown in ���� 
as aǾresult oH econoOic changes causeF by 
the 0apoleonic wars�
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WANDERINGS THROUGH ŠUMAVA AND THE BAVARIAN FOREST 
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Glassmakers’ 
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� Srnȭ Antýgl 

https://www.gabreta.info/gabreta/stezka01.asp?lng=en


Length of Path 36 km

/oFraXa +nHocentruO 

)lassworks haXe aǾlong traFition in ʒuOaXa� 
6he ƒrst known glassOaker was aǾ certain 
-aFolt HroO 0ýrsko� resiFing in 2rague in the 
14th century� )lassOakers likely caOe to $o-
heOia HroO $aXaria�
The Šumava region offered everything they 
neeFeF� wooF� Suartz� liOestone anF water� 
Though they had plenty of wood to make pot-
ash� they FiF soOetiOes use up all in their 
immediate surroundings and found it easier 
to OoXe the glassworks closer to the Horest� 
That is why old Šumava glassworks have the 
saOe naOes but are in FiHHerent locations� 
6o Oake aǾ kilograO oH potash� one or two 
tons oH wooF haF to be useF� 6he wooF was 
burned and the ashes were leached to obtain 
potash� +H the glassOaker wisheF Hor aǾpurer 
Suality� he woulF achieXe it by calcination in 
aǾreXerberatory Hurnace� 2otash was aFFeF to 
the preparation OiZture in orFer to lower the 
Oelting teOperature oH Suartz sanF� AFFing 
it reFuceF the Oelting teOperature by halH� 
to the acceptable ����Şo%� ��� kilograOs oH 
preparation OiZture coulF contain �� kilo-
graOs oH potash� 3uartz was crusheF into 
Suartz sanF� (irstly though� the Suartz rocks 
haF to be heateF up in aǾHurnace� then thrown 
into colF water where they woulF crack� 1nly 
then would either industrial power hammers 
or poles with Oetalwork crush theO into sanF� 
The original glass from Šumava was green in 
colour anF calleF Horest glass� 6he colouring 
was Fue to the presence oH iron in the Suartz 
which the old glassmakers were not able to 
get riF oH� LiOestone was aFFeF to aǾtype oH 
glass which was possible to make very thick 
anF as such was suitable Hor cutting�
The oldest glassworks in the Modrava area 
stooF in SXojʓe anF 2oFlesȭ� 6he HounF-
er of the village and the leaseholder of the 
-aʓperk castle� 2etr <Orzlȭk HroO SXojʓȭn� 
ran glassworks here in ���� at the latest� 
6he closest glassworks were those in Antýgl 
or in (ilipoXa *uʙ�
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WANDERINGS THROUGH ŠUMAVA AND THE BAVARIAN FOREST 

The Otava 
Glassmakers’ 
Trail
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https://www.gabreta.info/gabreta/stezka01.asp?lng=en

